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Come celebrate all that is good about Maine!   On August 18th and 19th  The Celebrate MAINE Festival, scheduled for the Raitt Farm which is located on the corner of Rte 236 and Rte 103 in Eliot Maine holds its second annual celebration.  The Greater York Region Chamber of Commerce partners with the Raitt Homestead Farm Museum to sponsor these fun filled two days.  The live entertainment features some well known and some relatively new local artists to demonstrate the talent that resides in this area.  

Performing from 10:30 to 12:00 on Saturday John McDonald, a native Mainer, a humorist, and a multi-faceted entertainer, will tell stories invoking Maine Humor.  He is president of the Maine Storytellers Association, has written several books of Maine humor and currently writes a syndicated weekly newspaper column.

Following John from noon to 3:00pm will be the Don Campbell Band which features country music featuring hook and harmony-laden melodies, emotionally pleasing lyrics  and guitar and fiddle instrumentation.  The “Mashed Potato Swing” is the second CD release from the Don Campbell Band, a five piece performing group with headquarters in Portland, Maine and Nashville, Tennessee.  The band road tests every song before they record to ensure a quality CD project.  The bands’ first CD, “I Own the Road” (1998) is a fan favorite and includes award winning songs, “Rosalina” and “Cowboy Kind of Girl.”

The live entertainment on Saturday will conclude with the Longfellow Oration contest presented by the William Fogg Library. 2007 celebrates the 200th birthday of this remarkable poet.  This is a chance to show what you remember from high school! Great prizes will be given by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow himself for reciting as much as you can of  Hiawatha’s Childhood, The Village Blacksmith, Evangeline  (intro only), Paul Revere’s Ride, or The Children’s Hour. There will be four categories:  adult individual; adult group; adolescent individual; and adolescent group.  Participants will be judged on costumes, props, interpretation, and memorization.  Prizes will include gift certificates and tickets to various events.   
On Sunday as the gates open at 10:00 am, Paul  Edward Joyce will take to the stage and begin the live entertainment for the day.  He plays, sings, and picks Traditional Country music.  Paul began his musical career at a very early age and local residents may well remember him from the Hot Summer’s Nights Concert series in South Berwick, Maine.   He has performed live on WOKQ Radio during the Prescott Park Arts Festival country Music Festival at Prescott Park.  He was North America’s Country Music Associations 2006 entertainer of the year in the Youth Traditional Category and in 2007 for the New England Country Music Organization he is the entertainer of the year in the youth traditional category and to vocalist of the year in the youth traditionalist category.  

Following Paul Joyce from 11:30 to 2:30 is the ever popular the WICKED GOOD BAND. These genuine Maine icons have achieved cult status in Maine and are the acknowledged masters of Maine musical satire.  The band has been performing in front of Maine audiences since its members were in a high school jug band at Deering High in Portland, Maine.  By choice they limit their concert schedule to a few select fairs and festivals each year.  

To close the festival from 2:30 to 4:00 pm will be South Berwick native Dan Blakeslee.   Musician, songwriter, and artist, Dan has been performing his way up and down the Seacoast of New England for years. He has even released a cd he recorded after a gig he did at Laconia Prison.  Highly excitable, a man full of energy with a very eclectic voice, he is known for his enthusiasm and love of this area.  He will bring a rousing end to a successful event.

For more information about the Celebrate Maine Festival visit www.gatewaytomaine.org or contact the Greater York Region Chamber of Commerce at 207-363-4422 or the Raitt Homestead Farm Museum at 207-748-3303.

