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Art for Everyone at the Celebrate Maine Festival

Ever wonder how artists do what they do?  From Picasso to Monet, each artists’ style is unique, even though they use many of the same tools of the trade. On Sunday, August 19th, as part of the Celebrate Maine Festival held at the Raitt Homestead Farm Museum in Eliot, Maine, you will have the opportunity to see five local artists in action! Each artist will spend an hour demonstrating their craft.  They include Gloria Gustavson from 10 – 11 am; Bob Hastie from 11-Noon;  Doris Newson from Noon -1 pm; Helen Hennessy from 1-2; and Jacoba R. Goldman from 2-3 pm.

Gloria Gustavson began painting as a child, fascinated by color relationships and prospective as early as third grade.  However, her venture into professional art did not come for 30 more than years.  Workshops with many prominent artists and classes through Brevard College in Cocoa, Florida, helped refine her skills.  Now she is the owner of Village Gallery in York Village, Maine and associated with several other galleries throughout New England. She has won numerous awards and is recognized as one of Maine’s prominent watercolorists.  She will demonstrate Mixed Media Painting.

Demonstrating Art Marker Painting, Bob Hastie grew up in Massachusetts and graduated from Vesper George School of Art in New Boston.  He spent most of his 35 year career as a commercial artist, finally retiring as art and production manager for Prudential Insurance Company, Northeast home Office.  He was also an art teacher and Artist in Residence at Bentley College, where several of his murals are on display.  Bob is now working on his second career, establishing himself as a fine artist with paintings sold and displayed throughout the United States and Canada.  

Doris Newson, a native of Cardiff Wales, has received wide recognition for her vivid florals that are displayed publicly throughout the world and are prized by private collectors in the United States, Europe and Australia.  Doris Newson’s beautifully moving works are expressed in oils, and she will demonstrate oil painting at the festival. 

Helen Hennessy, an award winning artist, and her husband and business manager, Rick, run the SEA ROSE GALLERY, the artist’s seaside home and studio, in York Beach, Maine.  Noted for colorful local scenes, Helen specializes in seascapes, landscapes, and floras.  A retired RN, Helen also holds a BA in art and has painted with noted are instructors in the seacoast area.  She exhibits during the regular season, May – October, at the York Art Association. She will demonstrate watercolor painting.

Jacoba Remick Goldman, born in the Netherlands, has lived most of her adult life in the New England seacoast area.  She began drawing at age three, painting at age eight, and spent her early years refining techniques of representational art.  In 1996, Jacoba was introduced to the work of Louisiana artist, Douglas Walton.  His work has influenced hers and she attended a workshop on the island of Bali.  Since then, additional travel to the Far East and the West and Southwest has inspired her work in ways that are just beginning to emerge.  Locally, Jacoba exhibits at Village Gallery in York Maine. She will demonstrate acrylic painting

The demonstrating artists are one part of the events taking place on Sunday, August 19 at the Celebrate Maine Festival.  The live entertainment includes vocalist Paul Joyce, The Wicked Good Band, and Dan Blakeslee, songwriter and guitarist.  At noon, the winner of the Stonewall Kitchen Cooking Contest will be announced. For more information about the Celebrate Maine Festival visit www.gatewaytomaine.org or contact the Greater York Region Chamber of Commerce at 207-363-4422 or the Raitt Homestead Farm Museum at 207-748-3303.

